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WASHINGTON -~ The
Central Intellizence Agency
has built clandestine armjes
numbering 100,600 i Laos,
Thailand, and Cembodia, an
cipert on Southeast Asia
tolu a congressional p el
Tuesd ny

“Its thc CIA's fareign e
gion,” said Fred By ..nfman a
former membar of the Intcr

national Volunteer Services
and a frea-lance reporter in
Laos, .

The mm‘es, centrolled and
,- aid for by the Cla;
R aid,  include na-

‘u‘ il 1en, Thais, Na.
t10nn.hst_Clm s¢ -and other. ...
Asiang, Their job is to ha-

rass the popvlatim and
troops i Communist-comn-
troled areas of Indochi;
cepl North Vietnam. Presum-
ably  they would continue
their fighting with American
supplies and money after
American forces are with-
drave, he said,

ANIHIAN'S charges
\71‘1., the closest thing to
hard nev, 's at the opening of
a three-day seminar on the
Pentavon papers, sponsored

j

by 17 members of Congress, .

The gencrally repetitive dis-
cussion showed that the leak
of the Pentagon papers them-

" selves is-a di rflpulu act to fol-
love.

Rep. John Do v (D, N.Y),
chairman of the three- -day
event, said that Daniel Elis-
berz would join the group
teday. Ellsborg, cne of the
authors  of the . 47-volmne
study, has = acknowledged
paannw por uons of the uoca-

I(“{'f‘q 7
< heads ponel

ment to the press, for which

he has been indicted by a
federal grand jury.
‘Only one author of the

Pentagon  papers, Melvin
CL.“.O\’ of Santa qo:\i(n, ap?
prared at the com’ermcv
Tuesday. But he added little

to what is alrcady kncwn,

GURTOY, WID last
month was forced to Teb.\"l
as a’'researcher at the Raog
Cerp. because of his mtl-.vqr
sentiment and his association
with Elisherg, told the panel
that alinost no-one i, x gjva.f‘_ -
meant had read the
papers, including, th mm
who commiss lonbd them,
former Secratary of Defense
Robert 8. McNamara, until
hey were published in the
press,

He noted, in response o' a
question,. that e Pentagon
study shows the 1mcl’1geucc

- analysts of the CIa, out not

the field cperatives, “ia a
good light.” :

The CIA analysts, he s 1d,
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gucstioned basic asstmp-
tions, like the theory that 11’
Vietnam fell lo [Iﬂ Comin-
m«-l the rest of Southcast

Agia would fall like dommi-
‘noes, They also criticized the
effectiveness  of  American

. bomabing, Gurtov said.

“But when their repests,
like others, challenged basic
oy seid,

‘«\.l 3

Branfman, talking amut
the CIA’s role-in Sout faask
Asia, sald it “excrciscs func.
tionzl control of w litary op
eratioas in Lans” and other
Southeast  Asian cm!ntcies
outside of Vizinam. In Loos
1t is com':r.ng a campainn

“trlnur 1Y) (mnmzni:st

]

,lll du,’?a.

“they were igac

NGO ‘.ffm; Long, a Scuth
Vietnamese now studying at
Ihlvald said tha ‘“'\La"on.
papers disclese that Amc
ean war plauners had no uiie
derstanding of the Vietname
ese pople, theic z~=pnat: HEN
problems, and nationalism,

“For thery the Vietn ,nese
didn't exist excapt as Coi
mumotb or .. ant-Comr nu-

nists,” he said.

« And he suggested that ad-
ministrative  overtures  to
maintand China in hopes it
would help inpose a settle-
ment of the war on North
Vietnam indicates that the
ates still does™ not
understand that eny seftlo:
me“‘t “must come with the
Vietnaraese  people,” " by

Whl(, o he meant the Lommu-
nists and the Saizon regime,
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tO the
‘2ced American involveinent

dor Siates,
m “his country  from May
1834, when Marines landed
there to fre 2 an haprisoned
Flench missionary, ~ »

“y I.Bi‘}l‘-?""l‘ plead for Awmeri-
cans to wndersiand the Viat-
namese,” -he said, “Ameri
cans
Armerica {irst, In 1943, when
we thought we wou our inde-
pez*dox.r‘e by defeating the
Japanese, we believed In tiis
country and that it vould
help us, flo Chi Minh had
faith in0 Arderica. But we
aidn’t understand shout your
Indian wars, and the SULDI0S-
sion of the zuolt« in the
hzhppmcs

“Inn the past ) ears we have
been [l)h gto find out wn'vt
America is all about, and s
far we doa't kitow,"”

Others at the conference
included /‘n,,.ony Russe, a
former Rand en plo'm now
facing contempt charges for

stum {o td(xu about the

of the Pentagon papers;
A\OJYH C,ho.n.ny, a linguist
whose books on Amecrican
policies helped canvert ¥lls-
berg, and David Traeng,
whos\, father ran second in
the South Vietnamess presi-
dential elections in 1887 and
subsequently was impris-
oned. -

'should understand’



